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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – October 6, 2022 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes 
place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The special meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Scott Self. The 
meeting was held at Town Hall and via Zoom software for the public. Members present: S. Self, Michael 
York, Richard Lane, Brandon Self, Jane Johnson and Alternate Steve Malone. Town Planner Sarah Bollinger 
was also present and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. The Chair called the roll and read the agenda for 
the evening. The Chair seated Malone for Day. A quorum was present. 
 
Absent:   
Michael Day and Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby 
 
Others Present:   
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 235 
370 4380. 
 
PUBLIC MEETING 
The Chair read the determination for this meeting: Reconsideration determination of Planning Board # 22-
017 Site Plan Approval for Lane Field, Tax Map 24, Lots 2, 2-1, & 4, located in the Residence District.  
Conditional site plan approval was granted by the Planning Board on September 8, 2022. Upon a finding by 
the Board that the approval need be reconsidered, a public hearing will be scheduled for a time and date 
certain.    
 
The Chair said the concern of Lane is about the site plan for Lane Field and whether there would be a 
change to the decision of the Planning Board on September 8th. Lane stated his concerns:  there have been 
several presentations of the plan, and we still don’t have concrete plans for what is actually going to be 
there.  Lane said he would like to see all the changes put on a plat so they can be reviewed in total. Lane 
noted 140 foot section of West Field that will be temporary fencing. He said he visited the site and he found 
that with the existing fence line 140 feet out of the existing fence is a safety concern for sliding during 
winter months. He added that the right hand edge of the sliding hill is safe if the temporary fencing is 200 
feet long. Lane said his other concern is 220 feet from home plate to the outfield fence and that arc is 
within the permanent fence.  
 
S. Self said the applicants have to comply with conditions and conditions need to be shown on the plat.  
 
Lane continued talking about permanent fence between two northern fields. Lane asked why the fences 
have to be permanent.  There was a discussion about the addition of soccer fields within the two fields.  
 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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The Chair said this meeting is to determine if there was an error in Planning Board approval.  We have to 
show the Board erred for some reason like Zoning, and if that is agreed upon the Board can decide to hold 
another Public Hearing.  The Chair said the changes referred to by Lane can be reviewed at a Compliance 
Hearing and the Town Planner can discuss expectations from the Planning Board to the applicant before the 
Compliance Hearing. The Chair added the applicant must come in for a Compliant Hearing. 
 
The Chair asked again for errors in the decision process to be focused on during this meeting. He said much 
of the concerns of Lane can be addressed during the Compliance Hearing. The Chair also noted that a Site 
Plan Modification could be considered, which would apply to changes such as a permanent fence proposed 
between the two northern fields.  
 
There was a discussion about the Planning Board being limited to modifications to the plat, not to the plan 
already approved. B. Self said if the applicant has to come back in for Site Plan Modification – does that 
open up the entire plan? The Chair said no, it would only be on the modifications like the temporary fencing 
and the permanent fencing between the two northern fields. 
 
Bollinger noted that if the Planning Board wants 200 feet of fencing then if approved by the Planning Board 
with that condition, the applicant would need to return to the Selectmen for approval as well. The Board 
agreed to hold a Site Plan Modification at the same night as the Compliance Hearing and have all conditions 
shown on the plat for the Compliance Hearing and changes heard at the Site Plan Modification Hearing 
which would follow subsequent to the Compliance Hearing.   
 
Lane drew a line on the plat for the placement of the 200 foot temporary fencing.  
 

Motion was made by York to not have a re-hearing but to hold a Site Plan Modification Hearing 
following the Compliance Hearing, on the same date. There was a second by Lane, and no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson. There was a second to the motion by B. Self with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


